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Von Grammatikern erwartet man Auskunft darüber, wie man zu reden und zu schrei­
ben hat, eine Erwartung, die sich auf die Annahme stützt, es stehe grundsätzlich im­
mer schon fest, was in Sprachen wie etwa dem Deutschen als korrekt gelten kann. 
Tatsächlich kann jedoch nicht einmal davon ausgegangen werden, dass es so etwas wie 
das Deutsche als eindeutig bestimmten Gegenstand gibt. Alles, was als Deutsch zu 
fassen ist, sind ungezählte schriftliche und -  sofern aufgezeichnet -  mündliche Äuße­
rungen. Bis vor wenigen Jahren waren diese Daten praktisch nur unzureichend zu 
nutzen, weshalb Grammatikern wenig anderes übrig blieb, als auf der schmalen Basis 
durch Introspektion gewonnener Daten Simulationen eines allgemeinen Sprachge­
brauchs zu entwickeln. Mit der Verfügung über riesige Korpora maschinenlesbarer 
Texte haben sich die Voraussetzungen für die Untersuchung grammatischer Struktu­
ren entscheidend verändert. Für die Grammatikforschung ergaben sich damit neue 
Perspektiven: zum einen ein radikaler Bruch mit der Tradition grammatischer Analy­
sen, der weitgehend auf eine statistische Auswertung von Kookkurrenzen setzt, zum 
andern -  weniger radikal, mehr traditionsverbunden -  die Möglichkeit, konventionell 
kompetenzgestützt erarbeitete Regelhypothesen anhand von Daten zu validieren, wie 
sie in sehr großen Textkorpora vorliegen und dem, was als Deutsch gelten kann, so 
nah kommen, wie dies irgend erreichbar ist, da sie durchweg in dem Bemühen zustan­
de kamen, sich korrekt auszudrücken.
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Von Grammatikern erwartet man vor allem, dass sie Auskunft darüber geben 
können, wie man reden und schreiben soll, wenn man Fehler vermeiden will.1 
Bei Muttersprachlern beschränkt sich dies -  das zeigen zahllose Anfragen bei 
diversen Sprachberatungsstellen -  in aller Regel auf Entscheidungen in Zwei­

1 Selten ist mir diese Erwartung klarer und eindringlicher begegnet als bei einer von mir geleiteten 
Podiumsdiskussion anlässlich der Jahrestagung 2008 des Instituts für Deutsche Sprache. Eine -  
mir nicht namentlich bekannte -  Dame aus dem Publikum erklärte, nachdem sie einen Anspruch 
„der Leute“ auf Richtlinien unterstellt hatte, dass wir -  die Grammatiker -  zu bestimmen hätten, 
was „Sache ist“, und dies selbst dann, wenn nach Lage der Forschung nichts als ausgemacht kor­
rekt gelten kann.
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b. �3���� �������������1�� ������ ���� ���/���� ���������� �����������.�������������(�/�1���S�������������(�����������������(�������(�������������������T 
that Sunday CO at us was Mrs. B.
“That Sunday [CO] Mrs. Bohdalova came by {all world records were broken}”

The other type, to my knowledge never mentioned in the existing accounts, is 
structurally and semantically more complex but for our purposes, it is sufficient 
to note that it is semantically distinct from all other RCs and must be, therefore, 
categorized as a separate subtype. I will refer to it as a ‘quantifying’ RC and a typi- 
cal example is given in (6). Semantically, the RC is a particular -  namely, quanti­
fying -  semantic subtype of the Explicative RC: the proposition expressed in the 
RC is presented as applicable to all possible members of the class denoted by the 
head N and the quantity is presented as exhaustive (notice, for example, the pres- 
ence of the universal quantifier �(������������ “all” modifying the head N, as an explicit 
marker of the exhaustiveness). Moreover, the RC always contains a resumptive 
pronoun in the genitive of quantity ���@������ “of them”).

(6) �*���������������������������������� �������������1�� ������ �@�������� ���/�����1�� �S�)�������/�(���@���������(������
all political parties CO 3PL.GEN have.PRES.1PL 
���������@���(�����������������������D�����������������������1���������/�������1���������������������������������1���������/�������1�����(�����������T�2

“All the political parties - [the full number CO] we have [of them] - {advocate 
splendid, novel ideas: prosperity, order, care for the needy, morality, freedom}”

Both of these special subtypes of co-RCs also show signs of formulaicity, both 
structural and semantic, but those details need not concern us here. Their 
idiosyncrasies are discussed in Fried (in press).

If we just do a simple count of all the tokens in the sample, the determinative 
RCs outnumber the non-determinative ones at the rate of about 9:1, or, put 
differently, the non-determinative tokens represent around 10% of the total; 
this is shown in actual numbers at the top of Table 2. At this global level, then, 
the corpus distribution lends support to the intuition (however vaguely stated 
and left without evidence or argumentation) that co-RCs ‘usually’ express 
determination; put differently, the cautious formulation offered by some gram­
marians is closer to reality than any categorically stated prohibition on non­
determinative functions (found in most accounts). However, it is very instruc- 
tive to take a closer look at the distribution of the individual semantic types 
within each of the two broad categories, as summarized in Table 2. The col- 
umns represent the semantic types within the RC taxonomy, while the rows
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The map in Figure 2 captures several important (and newly established) facts 
about the nature of the co-RCs. In general, their primary function is centered 
on individuating the referent of the head N in a presupposed contrastive con- 
text; the individuation may lead (and overwhelming does so) to pure identifi- 
cational meaning, but need not (yielding a less definite characterization mean- 
ing instead). This general functional preference remains very strong and 
manifests itself in several ways:

i) The focal point of the functional range is the Identification function (type 
I-A-3), within which the temporal RCs occupy a prominent position of a 
highly entrenched, semantically distinct, and formally partially formulaic 
subtype of identificational RCs.

ii) In contrast, co-RCs are very rare in the remaining, less central restrictive 
functions (determining kinds and categories or class membership). This 
may not be a very surprising outcome; establishing generic reference or 
class membership involves diminished individuation and / or a lower de- 
gree of referentiality, which is conceptually incompatible with the preferen- 
tially individuating function of co-RCs.

iii) To the extent that co-RCs extend out of the identificational range, they cov­
er primarily the domain of unique-reference head Ns, whether determina­
tive or non-determinative. The latter, moreover, includes a special con- 
struction (quantifying RCs) which represents a formally and semantically 
distinct, well-entrenched, and partially formulaic subtype of the Explicative 
RCs. The pull toward the unique-reference head Ns can again be motivated 
by the general affinity toward individuation: these head Ns, by definition, 
mark highly individuated, highly referential entities.

iv) The individuating character of the co-RCs correlates with certain semantic 
properties of the head Ns: the corpus demonstrates a preference for singu­
lar animate entities. Consequently, and contrary to certain existing analy- 
ses, these RCs are much less dependent on the presence of demonstrative 
pronouns to ensure an individuating interpretation. The most we can con- 
clude about explicitly marked deixis is that inherently highly individuating 
nouns (singular, animate) show stronger co-occurrence patterns with deix- 
is than less individuated ones (plural, inanimate).
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1.1 Objectives for large-scale corpora of French

French is, among the major well documented Occidental languages, rather par- 
ticular as far as corpora are concerned: they appeared late on in comparison 
with other major European languages (English of course, but also Italian or 
German).1 The reason for this delay can be suggested to lie in the fact that 
French linguists have remained a little “normative” as far as ordinary and non­
standard data are concerned, even if they pretend not to be. Or rather, they 
have been generally “ideology-of-the-standard-oriented”, and heavily biased 
towards the written language or an idealised if not mythical form of spoken 
language; and other linguists working on French have frequently followed the 
French in terms of this attitude.

A consequence of this delay in the uptake of corpus-based approaches to 
French is that there is no equivalent of, say, the �-������������������ �����*�������������������� �����&������������ 
(Kortmann et al. (eds.) (2004), see in particular the synopsis by Kortmann / 
Szmrecsanyi1 2), continuing an already long-established tradition (see several 
former studies, among which Cheshire (ed.) (1991), rather sociolinguistically- 
oriented); and studies of French lag far behind those of English, both for vari- 
ational diatopic descriptions and theoretical generalisations or explanations.3

The large diversity in French spoken beyond France is to be considered in rela­
tion to the consequences of two of its historical peculiarities:

-  The colonial expansion along the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries (transplan­
tation outside Europe, mainly in America and in Africa);
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1.2 External aspects of the worldwide diversity of French

If it is possible to consider that there is a “French-speaking world” from a lin- 
guistic point of view (which is the assumption of all corpora gathering projects), 
there are important differences in what is to be learned from French spoken in 
America (mostly L1, mostly minority language except in Quebec, sometimes 
obsolescent or at least not very widely used) and in Africa (mostly L2, in some 
countries being only an official language meeting formal usages, in others be- 
coming part of the local landscape, endogeneous and gaining new emergent 
processes).5 The crucial difference is probably not so much between native and 
non-native use (whose interest is partly overestimated through an �+������������������ �� 
���������!�������������� attitude), but rather the whole ecological organisation. A major 
characteristic of francophony studies, contrasting sharply with anglophony 
appears to be a lack of relationships between “africanists” and “americanists” 
(see on the contrary the scope of a journal like �&�������������� �C���������:������ for English, 
with no equivalent for French to date).

In this paper, the examples will mostly be taken in North American vernacu- 
lars (Canada and the US, especially Louisiana), which constitute a coherent set: 
at first historically, and, as it is possible to suppose, with structural impacts. An 
additional reason is that it is the area in which the first and most far-reaching 
descriptions have been carried out since the 1970s and even with returns to the 
same field (e.g. in Montreal and in Ontario). A factor of differentiation be- 
tween the different French could be the time when the language was exported: 
before or after the 17th century and standardisation in France itself (while try- 
ing not to overestimate the outcomes of standardisation and of the action of 
prescriptive grammarians on the way ordinary people usually ���������'�2 The his- 
torical way of looking at this question is to try to reconstruct what kind of 
language was spoken by sailors and settlers: Who were they? Where did they 
come from? What were their usual ways of speaking? etc. ... These facts are of 
interest to historians as well as to linguists especially concerning the difference 
of outcomes according to whether the area was settled in first or second di­
aspora, the conditions of settlement, and the history of co-habitation of settlers 
with people speaking another language, especially English. See in particular
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an adjective. The instances for errors appearing in the last three senses (move­
ment, purpose and application respectively) are shown in (5). (The infinitive 
sense has been listed in (2).)

(5) (a) ?Then, we finally understood what Nash equilibrium is to the end. 
(S007_008.txt)

(b) *... once they don't follow the trend, they are to be lagged behind. 
(S009_004.txt)

(c) *... we will begin to have excessive hair loss, and our abilities to 
memory will decrease. (S005_004.txt)

Example (5a) shows the movement in time, which will be discussed in the er­
ror analyses section. In (5b) the learner uses ���� to express the result of change, 
while in (5c) the meaning of the noun before ���� is related to the following one.

�B� �1�� �����������������������@�����������	��

For all these instances of �����1 we analyzed their most frequently appearing col­
locates on the immediate left (L1) and right (R1), as given in Table 2. For each 
collocate, its total occurrence in the corpus is given (e.g., 472 for �����(�� on the 
L1 of to). From these total instances, the frequency at which this word appears 
in the L1 or R1 position is also given (e.g., 91 out of 472 instances of �����(�� (thus, 
19.27%) appear after to).

WORD TOTAL L1 % WORD TOTAL R1 %
�����(�� 472 91 19.27 ���������� 201 54 26.86
�:������ 104 72 69.23 ���� 210 52 24.76
�������� 75 40 53.33 �������� 112 41 36.60

���� 75 33 44.00 �������� 127 40 31.49
�������� 40 21 52.50 ������ 121 38 31.40
������������������ 38 38 100.00 �����(�� 472 34 7.20
�������� 20 20 100.00 ���� 75 30 40.00
���������� 20 20 100.00 ���������� 76 28 36.84
������������ 42 16 38.09 �����(�� 83 27 32.53
���������� 25 16 64.00 �������: 61 26 42.62

Table 2: Top Ten Collocates on the First Left (L1) and First right (M) of the Keyword to





�'�����$�*�5�*���� �6�$���6�L�-���)���L�*�-������ �� ���L�$�6�F�-�1�����-���#�� �-�)�F�#�P�����*���)�����C���*�� ���=�'�� ���L�* �)���Q�)�-�@�I�<

�B� �B�� �:�����������@��������������

�% �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �O �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �	 �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �. ���	 �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �7 �� �� �� ���������7 �	 �� �	��

�. �� �� �� �� �O �� �. �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �" �� �� �, �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �7 �	 �� �� �. �� �	 �W �� �	 �� �� �� �9 �� �% �� �� �� ����

�� �� �	 �� �	 �� �� �� �� �	 �� �O�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �. ���� �� �	 �� �� �� �	 �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �	 �� �	 �, �� �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �. �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �, �	 �� �� �� �� �2��

�� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �. �	 �� �� �. �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �� �	 �� �� �Y �� �� �� �� �� �, �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �O�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �O�� �� �� �� �7 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	��

�	 �W �� �� �, �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �. �� �� �� �	 �� �" �� �	 �" �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ���������� �� �	 �� �, �� �� �� �	 �� �9 �� �; �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� ���������0���C�� ����

�� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �" �� �� �� �	 �S �� �� �" �� �� �� �� �E �� �� �. �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �F �D�O���������0���C�. �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �D�O�� �� �� �� �����������0���C�� ����

�� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �D�9�� �4 �� �	 �� �	 �. �� �� �	 �O�� �� �	 �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 ���������� ����
�	 �8 �" �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �O �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �7 �� �� �� �� �� �E �P �F �9

�E �P �F �� �E �� �F �� �X �4 �� �	 �� �O�� �7 �	 �� �. �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �7 �� �� �� �� �3 �� �� �� �� �	 �W �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �	 �� �� �9

�E �� �J �J �P �Q �J �J �I �9 �� �8 �� �F

�E �� �F �� �a �% �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �. ���� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �, �� �� �� �� �� �� �" �	 �� �. �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �W �� �	��

�� �� �� �	 �� �" �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �" �� �� �� �� �9 �� �E �� �J �J �P �Q �J �J �= �9 �� �8 �� �F

�; �� �� �	 �8 �� �� �" �� �	 �� �E �P �� �F �O�������������������. �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �. ���� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �. ���� �� �	 �� �� �� �� ����

�� �. ���� �� �� �� �� �" �� �� �� �	 �� �� �O �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 ���_�����d�����������������2���4 �� �	 �� �	 �8 �" �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �7 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �A �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �H

�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �A ���)�����0�� �������0���E �a �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �	 �� �� �F �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �. �� �� �� �� �. �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �7 �	 �	 ����

�� �� �	 �� �" �� �	 �" �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ���������� �� �� �� �����2���; �� �� �E �P �� �F �O���������� ������������ ������������������������ �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �	��

�� �� �� �	 �� �" �� �	 �� �	 �� �� �E �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �W �� �	 �� �7 �� �� �F �O�� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �	 �� �" �� �	 �" �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ���������� �� �� �� �� �� �� �2��

�� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �O�� �7 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �8 �" �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �7 �� �� �� ���������0���� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ���������0���@�������Q��
�����0���������>�������7���������0�� ���+���������������������������� ������ �������������������'�2���; �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �" �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �2��

�� �� �� �� �� �. ���7 �� �	 �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �. �� �� �� �9

�; �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �2 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �. �� �� �	 �� �� �	 �O �� �� �� �	 �� �	 �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �7 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	��

�� �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �. ���� �� �� �� �, �	 �� �� �	 �� �	 �� �� �� �� �) �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �. ���� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 ���*�&���.���������*�&���.�1���� ����
�� �� �� �	 �8 �� �� �" �� �	 �� �E �I �F �9

�E �I �F �� �E �� �F �� �a �5 �� �	 �� ���7 �	 �� �� �� �� �7 ���� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �O���7 �	 ���� �	 �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� ���� �	 �� �, �	 �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	

�� �� �� �� �� �7 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �. �	 ���9�9�9�� �E �� �J �J �B �Q �J �J �= �9 �� �8 �� �F

�E �� �F �� �X�;�� �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� ���� �	 �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� ���� �	 �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �" �� �	 �� �� �� �� �" �� �	 ����

�. �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �O �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �	 �� �. �� �� �� �� �� �� �. �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �9 �� �E �� �J �< �J �Q �J �< �J �9 �� �8 �� �F

�- �	 �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �" �" �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �	 ���*�&���.�� ������ �*�&���.���� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �7 �� �� �� �	 �, �	 �� �� �, �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �	��

�� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �. ���� �� �	 �� �� �� �. �. �	 �� �	 �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �" �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �" �	 �H

�� �� �. �� �� �� �, �	 �� �� �9 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �, �	 �� �� ���������������1���� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �. �� �� �� �� �7 �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �" �� �� �� �� �� �� �. ���7 �� �� ����

�� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� ���7 �� �� �� ���� �	 �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �. ���� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ���� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �9 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	��

�, �	 �� �� ���������������1���� �� �	 �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �7 �	 �	 �� �� �� �� �	 �� �. �� �� �� �� �� �� �. �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �" �� �	 �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� ����

�� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �. �� �� �� �� �� �� �. �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �	 �� �� �9
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Two instances of misusing the infinitive are found, as in example (9), which 
could be explained by employing the image-schema theory.

(9)(a) *...you have better t o  choose online shopping. (S005_005.txt)

(b) *Besides, I also have lots of fun t o  read the articles that the BBS users 
have written everyday. (S004_004.txt)

In (9a), the learner used ���� as a connection that brings the end-point ������������ 
������������������������������ of this motion; however, the collocation �����(���� ������������ does not 
entail a path for this movement. The same goes for ���� in (9b) as the motion 
���������������������������������� is what the agent has been doing already, rather than the goal 
the agent intends to carry out. These analyses reveal that learners mistakenly 
conceived these events or processes on a path as something or someone that 
might change from one point to another or appear at the future end. Although 
misuses occurred in lower frequency, they provide evidence that learners were 
unsure whether it is correct to involve this path when using ���� with certain 
collocation.

4. Conclusion

This study, though carried out as a pilot study, will be expanded when larger 
amounts of corpora data are collected. However, based on the analyses above, 
some problems remain unsolved which will be our suggestions for future stud- 
ies. For the analysis of sense enumeration for �����1 we found that it is sometimes 
impossible to distinguish the semantic meaning from the syntactic meaning. 
For example, one possible suggestion for this is to apply image schema theory, 
through which we might have different explanations of the preposition �����2 In 
addition to the senses, we also observed that some uses of ���� are affected by the 
meanings of the words around it; thus, the concept of coercion (Pustejovsky 
1995) may become useful in explaining this phenomenon. Moreover, though 
this study is advantaged in its use of corpora data for error analyses, only a few 
errors were found in the two-word analysis. If we further examine three- or 
four-word combinations of �����1 more errors may be found, which will be worth 
exploring in the future.
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Figure 4: Variant ratio of genitive plural forms with the -ov ending of masculine nouns 
in Subgroup 3

O n  t h e  w h o l e ,  t h e  n o u n s  o f  t h e  t h i r d  s u b g r o u p  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  a  l o w e r  

r a te  o f  f o r m s  w i t h  t h e  - o v  e n d i n g  a n d  a  h i g h e r  r a te  o f  t h o s e  w i t h  t h e  - 0  e n d i n g .  

T h e  q u a n t i t a t iv e  r e l a t io n  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  f o r m s  m a y  b e  c o n t r a s t i n g  ( a s  

MHbmap  -  MHbmap oB, gparyH -  gparyHOB)  o r  m a y  a l m o s t  b e  e q u a l  (Kupacup 
-  KupacupoB, ynaH-  ynaHoB) .  T h e  s e c o n d  c o m m o n  p e c u l ia r i t y  o f  n o u n s  f r o m  

S u b g r o u p  3  ( e x c e p t  f o r  p eä r apI p eUxapoB) i s  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  v a r i -  

a n t s  w i t h  - 0  a n d  - o v  e n d i n g s  r e m a i n s  n e a r ly  s t a t i c  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  u n d e r  s tu d y .

T h e  g r a m m a t i c a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d i e d  n o u n s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  g e n .p l .  v a r i -  

a n t s  r a t io  a n d  i t s  d y n a m ic s  c o r r e la t e s  w i t h  t h e i r  l e x i c o - s e m a n t i c  c la s s i f i c a t i o n .  

S u b g r o u p  1 i n c l u d e s  t w o  n o u n s  f r o m  t h e  a c t iv e  v o c a b u la r y .  T h e  g e n .p l .  v a r ia n t  

c o m p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r d  congaT w a s  r e s o lv e d  b y  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ;  o f  t h e  w o r d  

nap r m aH, b y  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  T h e  w o r d  rn p ru3aHw a s  n a t u -  

r a l i z e d  i n  R u s s ia n  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  t h e  m e a n i n g  ‘a  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t e r  o f  

a  p a r ty ,  c a u s e ,  o r  p e r s o n ’; t h e  g e n i t iv e  p lu r a l  i s  f o r m e d  w i t h  t h e  - o v  e n d i n g .  I n  

c o n t e m p o r a r y  R u s s ia n  t h i s  m e a n i n g  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  o u t d a t e d .  T h e  s e c o n d  

m e a n i n g  ( ‘a  m e m b e r  o f  a n  a r m e d  g r o u p  f o r m e d  t o  f i g h t  s e c r e t ly  a g a in s t  a n  o c -  

c u p y i n g  f o r c e ’) a r o s e  d u r i n g  t h e  P a t r io t ic  W a r  a g a in s t  N a p o l e o n  i n  1 8 1 2  a n d  

b e c a m e  c o m m o n l y  u s e d ;  i t s  g e n i t iv e  p lu r a l  w o r d - f o r m  h a s  t h e  - 0  e n d i n g .

S u b g r o u p  2  i n c l u d e s  w o r d s  t h a t  a r e  r e la t iv e ly  i n f r e q u e n t  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  

p r e v io u s  p e r io d s ,  b u t  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  o u t  o f  u s e  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  l a n g u a g e .  

S o m e  o f  t h e m ,  f o r  o n e  r e a s o n  o r  a n o t h e r ,  e v e n  b e c a m e  m o r e  c o m m o n  a t  t h e  

e n d  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  T h i s  a p p l ie s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w o r d s :
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a) �- �� �� �� �� �D��(cadet) ‘a pupil of a military middle school’ (due to the reestablish- 
ment of cadet corps in Russia);

b) �- �� �� �� �� ����(Cadet) ‘Constitutional Democrat’ (from its abbreviated name for 
members of the Constitutional-Democratic Party founded in 1905)

c) �� �� �� �����. ���� �� � ��‘midshipman’ and �� �1 ������ ��‘hussar’ which have become heroes of 
literature and cinema (“Midshipmen, forward” by Svetlana Druzhinina, 
“Hussar Ballad” by Eldar Ryazanov, or “Squadron of Flying Hussars” by 
Stanislav Rostotsky are very popular films), and so on.

The predominant form of the genitive plural in this group is the -ov form al- 
though in the 18th century, forms with the -0  ending were prevalent (except 
for the noun �- �� �� �� �� �7�4��In current usage, we may observe some regularity: if the 
word becomes more common, or a new sense develops, or a very old sense is 
revived in new contexts, the variant with the -ov ending is used. An exception 
to this rule is the noun �� �1 ������ ��‘hussar’: the -0  form is still prevailing nowadays, 
although the gap between the frequency ratios of the two variants has become 
smaller.

Subgroup 3 includes words referring to the passive vocabulary. They fell out of 
use in the first half of the 20th century because the corresponding military 
branches were reorganized. Now these words are only used in historical con- 
texts. A dictionary should be consulted when using these obsolete words that is 
why the preference of -0  variants within this group remains rather constant 
during the whole period.

�C� �B�� �������������� ��������������� �� �������0�����	������ ���������0�0�����������	������

Normative recommendations differ in different publications. The most au- 
thoritative sources are as follows:
Rozental’ (1952 / 1977): �$������������������������������������������ ������������������ -  -0  variant for all nouns 
is recommended.
Graudina et al. (1976 / 2004): �!�������������������"�������������������� �� �����*�������������� -  -0  variant for 
�� �� �� �����. ���� �� � �. �3�� �� ���������� ���� �. �3�� �����$ �� �� �� �� �	 �3�� �� �* �� �� �� �� �� �	�3�� �1 �� � �� �	��and semantic rules of 
variant choice for the other words. The form �- �� �� �� ����must be used for ‘pupils of 
a military middle school, but �- �� �� �� �� �* �� ��when referring to ‘members of the Con­
stitutional Democratic Party’; and the forms �� �� �� �� �1 � �3�� �- �� �� ������ �� �3�� �! � ���� ���� ��with 
collective nouns -  ‘detachment, ‘brigade’, ‘squadron’, etc., but �� �� �� ���1� �B �� �3 

�- �� �� �� ���� �� �* �� �3�� �.� ���� ���� �* �� ��when referring to individuals.
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�4 �� �	 �� �� �" �" �	 �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �. �� �� �� �	 �� �7 �� �� �� �� �7 �� �" �� �	 �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �	 �8 �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �. �� �� �� �	 �� �; �� �� �� �� �� ����

�� �� �� �" �� �� �� �. �� �� �� �� �7 �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �9 �� �4 �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 ����

�� �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �. ���� �� �" �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �. ���� �� �	 �� �" �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �7 �� �� �� �� �� ����

�� �� �, �	 �� �9 �� �4 �� �	 �� �" �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �	 �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �8 �� �� �� �. �� �� �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �2��

�� �	 �� �� �	 �O �� �7 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �. �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �" �	 �� �� �� �. ���� �	 �� �	 �� �� �� �� �9 �� �; �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �O�� �� �	 �, �2��

�	 �� �� �� �� �" �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �. ���� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� ���������>�������� �� �	 �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �. �� �	 �� �� ���Q���������1��
�������������� �������1�� �������������1�� �����\�����1���� �7 �� �� �� �. �� �7 �� �� �� �� �����������������1�� �����\�����'�� �� �� �	 �� �� �� ����

�" �� �	 �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �; �� �� �� �� �� �� �2 �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �9 �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �	 �O�� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �H

�" �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �. �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �8 �" �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ���V�������1���7 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �. �� �	 ����

�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �� �. ���� �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �; �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �8 �� �� �9 �� �4 �� �	 �� �	 �8 �� �� �" �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �7 �� �, �� �� �� �� �� ����

�� �� �" �	 �� �� �� �. ���� �� �	 �� �� �. ���� �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �. �� �\�" �	 �� �� �. �� �� �� �� �� �" �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �, �� �]�� �E �\�3 �� �� �� �� �� �� ���������#��
�������������������1���" �	 �� �� �� �	 �� �" �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �" �� �� �) �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �, �� �� �� �	 �� �9�9�9�] �F �O�� �	 �8 �� �� �" �� �	 �� �� �� �. �� �, �� �� �� �� �� ����

�� �� �" �	 �� �� �� �. ���� �	 �" �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� ���7 �� �� �� �� �� ���� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �E �\���(���������������	 �, �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �� �) �� �� �� �� ���, �� �� �� �	 �O��

�	 �� �� �� �� �� �� ���9�9�9�] �� �\ �* �	 �� �� �O�� �2 �� �" �	 �� �� �� �������������������� �, �� �� �� �� �� �	 ���9 �9 �] �F �9�� �4 �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �H

�	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �7 ���� ���7 �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �. ���� �� �� �� �	 �� �" �� �� �� �� �� �� ���� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �	 �� �� �. ���� �� �	 �� �" �� �	 �� �	 �� ����

�� �	 �� �� �	 �� �. �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �\�" �	 �� �� �. �� �� �� �� �� �" �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �, �� �]�� �E �\ �( �	 �������5�\���5���������@�� �� �4 �1 �� �@ �� �� �( �� �N �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �	��

�� �� �4 �" �	 �R �	 �( ���9 �9 �] �F �O�� �� �� �	 �� �, �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �, �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� ���#�@�4�����. �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �" �	 �� �� �	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 ����

�7 �� �� �� ���� ���� �	 �� �� �� �� �����_�����������@�4������ �� ���� �@ �N �	 �� �� �	 ���( �	 �� �� �" �	 �� �	 �( �� ���� �� �	 �( �� �4 �1 �� �� �O���4 �� ���� �9�9�9�] �� �\ �� �	 �� �� �4 �� �� �O






