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Nowadays electronic corpora are larger and larger, and thus visualisation of the data is 
a very important task if you want to explore it in a practical way. For this reason visual 
linguistics is attracting a growing attention (Bubenhofer, 2018: 26). But as Bubenhofer 
(2018: 25-26) states, the field is not yet well-developed, and more reflection is needed 
on the use of visualization and its relevance for linguistic work. 

In my study, I analyse the vocabulary of quotation expressions. Quotation expressions 
are expressions which refer a direct or indirect speech representation (e.g. the verb says 
in She says: “I am happy.” or the phrase pat on the back in He pats him on the back: 
“I am proud of you.”). Analyses conducted by Kurz (1966), Michel (1966) and Jäger 
(1968) already showed that the vocabulary of quotation expressions is very large and 
diverse. But none of these authors worked out the factors which account for the 
diversity of the vocabulary of quotation expressions. Finding this out is not an easy 
task, because corpora are too big to be investigated in a qualitative way. Fortunately, 
corpora are now available in electronic form. As a consequence, it is possible to 
implement algorithms which visualize different aspects of the data, i.e. to use 
exploratory graphics (Unwin et al., 2008: 4). Therefore, conclusions can be made with 
the help of visualization. 

My poster presents the use of exploratory graphics to find out which factors determine 
the use of a certain quotation expressions. The main factor which will be investigated 
is the position of the quotation expression in the syntagm – i.e., does the quotation 
expression stand before, between or after a speech representation? Every graphic shows 
another combination of the main factor and an additional factor, e.g. one will show the 
distribution of quotation expressions among the three positions (= the main factor) 
with regard to their semantic class (= an additional factor), another will show the 
distribution of quotation expressions among the three positions with regard to their 
part of speech. Overall, I want to reflect on the use of different visualization methods 
and also point out why the visualization of linguistic data is so important for corpus 
linguistic work. 

With regard to the data I extracted about 2,000 quotation expressions from text 
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samples of the “Redewiedergabe-Korpus” 7 . The corpus consists of 293 fictional 
(narratives) and 327 non-fictional (newspaper and magazine articles) German text 
samples, each about 500 words, and written between 1840-1920. The text samples are 
manually labelled for quotation expressions and the direct speech they refer to. 
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7
 The corpus was created by the DFG-funded project “Redewiedergabe”. It is available on GitHub: 
https://github.com/redewiedergabe/corpus. 




