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Abstract 
Since 2013 representatives of several French and German CMC corpus projects have developed three customizations of the TEI-P5 
standard for text encoding in order to adapt the encoding schema and models provided by the TEI to the structural peculiarities of CMC 
discourse. Based on the three schema versions, a 4th version has been created which takes into account the experiences from encoding 
our corpora and which is specifically designed for the submission of a feature request to the TEI council. On our poster we would present 
the structure of this schema and its relations (commonalities and differences) to the previous schemas. 
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Poster abstract 
In close interconnection with the activities of the CMC 
corpora community, since 2013 representatives of several 
CMC corpus projects have been developing customizations 
of the TEI P5 standard for text encoding in order to adapt 
the encoding schema and models provided by the TEI to 
the structural peculiarities of CMC discourse. Since the 
TEI-P5 standard does not offer any specific models for the 
representation of CMC discourse the goal of the group - 
which could install a special interest group (SIG) on CMC 
as part of the TEI community - was twofold:  

(1) short-term goal: provide encoding schemas which 
people could use for representing CMC corpora in a way 
which is compatible with the general structure of TEI 
documents (‘TEI customizations’) even though the TEI 
standards does not include models of CMC.  
(2) long-term goal: gather and evaluate experience from 
different corpus projects using these schemas; develop the 
schema further and transform it into a ‘feature request’ to 
make an official proposal for an extension of the TEI 
standard with specific models for CMC. 

The SIG started from a 1st schema draft (Beißwenger et al. 
2012, ‘DeRiK schema’) which formed the basis for the 
creation of an extended schema by the French CoMeRe 
group (Chanier et al. 2014, ‘CoMeRe schema’) which was 
used for the encoding of 14 French CMC corpora. The 
latter was further developed in the German 
ChatCorpus2CLARIN project 2015/16 and adopted for 
encoding German chat, Wikipedia and Usenet corpora 
(Lüngen et al. 2016, Beißwenger 2018, ‘CLARIN-D 
schema’). 
Based on the three schema versions, a 4th version has been 
created in 2018 which takes into account the experiences 
from encoding the abovementioned French and German 
CMC corpora and which is specifically designed for the 
submission of a feature request to the TEI council. On our 
poster we would present the structure of this schema and its 

relations (commonalities and differences) to the previous 
schemas.  
The goal of the new schema, dubbed cmc-core, is to reduce 
the previous schema drafts “to the max” and provide an 
essential architecture of concepts which are needed for the 
representation of documents which typically form the basis 
of every CMC corpus. Cmc-core provides <post> as a basic 
model to describe the peculiarities of user contributions to 
CMC interactions which are - even in the case of spoken 
“audio posts” in WhatsApp sequences - characterized by a 
temporal rupture between production and transmission 
which makes them different from turns in spoken 
interactions. Instances of posts are constituents of ‘CMC 
macrostructures’ (logfiles or threads) which are represented 
using the <div> element from the TEI standard. Posts can 
be subclassified by several attributes:  

• For the distinction of spoken vs. written posts, we
introduced the @mode attribute with its two 
possible values “written” and “spoken”. 

• For encoding a technical back reference from one
post to one previous post, and the indentation level 
of wiki talk contributions, we use the attributes 
@replyTo and @indentLevel which were already 
included in the previous schema drafts. 

• For classifying content according to different
types of creators (“human”, “template”, “system”, 
“bot”, “unspecified”) we use the attribute 
@creation (a further development of the attribute 
@auto from the previous schema). 

The new cmc-core schema will be made available together 
with sample encodings of chat, twitter, wiki talk and 
transcribed 2nd life interactions on the CMC-SIG pages in 
the TEI wiki in August 2019 (https://wiki.tei-
c.org/index.php?title=SIG:CMC). After publication in the 
TEI wiki members of the TEI-CMC-SIG and colleagues 
from the CMC corpora community will be invited (via their 
mailing lists) for critical review and comments. It is 
planned to submit the feature request to the TEI community 
by October 2019. 
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Figure 1: Encoding of a tweet according to cmc-core 
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