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CorCenCC is an inter-disciplinary and multi-
institutional project that is creating a large-scale,
open-source corpus of contemporary Welsh. Cor-
CenCC will be the first ever large-scale corpus
to represent spoken, written and electronically-
mediated Welsh (compiling an initial data set of
10 million Welsh words), with a functional design
informed, from the outset, by representatives of all
anticipated academic and community user groups.

The CorCenCC project is led by Cardiff Univer-
sity with academic partners at Swansea, Lancaster
and Bangor Universities. It has received major
funding of £1.8M from two UK research councils
(ESRC and AHRC) and attracted contributions
and support from stakeholders including the Welsh
Government, National Assembly for Wales, BBC,
S4C, WJEC, Welsh for Adults, Gwasg y Lolfa,
and University of Wales Dictionary of the Welsh
Language. Nia Parry (TV presenter, producer and
researcher; Welsh tutor, Welsh in a week (S4C));
Nigel Owens (international rugby referee; TV pre-
senter), Cerys Matthews (Musician author; radio
and TV presenter) and Damian Walford Davies
(Prof. of English Literature; poet Chair of Liter-
ature Wales) are the official ambassadors of the
CorCenCC project which started in March 2016,
and lasts for 3.5 years.

The corpus will enable, for example, commu-
nity users to investigate dialect variation or id-
iosyncrasies of their own language use; profes-
sional users to profile texts for readability or de-
velop digital language tools; to learn from real life
models of Welsh; and researchers to investigate
patterns of language use and change. Corpus de-
sign and construction in a minority language con-
text such as that of Welsh poses interesting chal-
lenges, but also presents opportunities perhaps not
open to developers of corpora for larger languages.

In our presentation, we provide an overview of
the whole project highlighting key elements such
as:

• Collection, transcription and anonymisation
of the data: so far, we have extended our ini-
tial plans and developed a sampling frame for
the corpus

• Development of the part-of-speech tagset and
tagger: including ongoing work to create a
gold-standard data for training and evaluating
the Welsh natural language processing tools

• Development of a semantic annotation tool:
the project has adapted the UCREL Seman-
tic Analysis System (USAS) taxonomy for
Welsh and a prototype semantic tagger has
been created

• Scoping and construction of an online ped-
agogic toolkit: to date we have undertaken
surveys with stakeholders, national and inter-
national advisors in order to collect require-
ments for this tool

• Infrastructure to collect and host the resulting
corpus: this involves designing and building
a crowdsourcing app (currently available for
iOS with Android under development) for the
general population to donate their conversa-
tional data, alongside the design of storage
and retrieval software

Four presentations at the main CL2017 con-
ference (Rees et al., 2017; Piao et al., 2017;
Needs et al., 2017; Neale et al., 2017) pro-
vide more detail on these aspects. Further de-
tails of the project are available from the website:
http://www.corcencc.org/
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collaborative project led by the School of En-
glish, Communication and Philosophy at Cardiff
University. The project commenced on 1st
March 2016 and is funded by the Economic and
Social Research Council (ESRC) and the Arts
and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) (ref.
ES/M011348/1).
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