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Abstract. This contribution summarizes the lessons learned from the organization of a joint 
conference on text analytics research by the Business, Economic, and Related Data 
(BERD@NFDI) and Text+ consortia within the National Research Data Infrastructure (NFDI) 
in Germany. The collaboration aimed to identify common ground and foster interdisciplinary 
dialogue between scholars in the humanities and in the business domain. The lessons learned 
include the importance of presenting research questions using textual data to establish 
common ground, similarities in methodology for processing textual data between the consortia, 
similarities in research data management, and the need for regular interconsortial discussions 
on textual analysis methods and data. The collaboration proved valuable for interdisciplinary 
dialogue within the NFDI, and further collaboration between the consortia is planned. 
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1. Introduction

In the National Research Data Infrastructure (NFDI) in Germany, text data serves as a crucial 
source for analysis in the consortia dealing with humanities research (Text+) and Business, 
Economic, and Related Data (BERD@NFDI). Despite apparent differences between these 
consortia, closer examination reveals shared interests in text analytics methods, as well as 
diverse research questions pursued by scholars in each consortium. Recognizing the 
commonalities, both BERD@NFDI and Text+ collaborated to organize a conference on text 
analytics research (see https://events.gwdg.de/event/435/, visited 2023-07-06), while 
acknowledging the different research questions addressed by the scholars in each consortium. 
This poster abstract presents the lessons learned from the establishment of this conference. 

2. Lesson 1: Building Common Ground through the Presentation of
Research Questions Applying Textual Data 

Establishing common ground between BERD@NFDI and Text+ involved presenting research 
questions using textual data. Concrete research questions provided insights into the respective 
domains without requiring introductory explanations of each discipline. These questions 
highlighted the applied methods for data creation, elicitation strategies, and analysis 
workflows. Methods include all aspects of data annotation, including natural language 
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processing tools. Topics of discussion ranged from standard processing, such as Named Entity 
Recognition, to novel research problems, such as differentiating between human and machine-
generated texts used in research. 

3. Lesson 2: Similarities in the Consortia in Manual Annotation and 
Automatic Processing of Textual Data 

Both consortia, BERD@NFDI and Text+, employ similar tools for manual data annotation and 
automatic data processing. These tools include AI technologies, such as machine learning and 
natural language processing, as well as annotation tools. Common methods, such as 
measuring annotation quality and approaching deviations from annotations, are also shared. 
Comparable processes were observed in data preparation for textual and non-textual content 
from advertisements used in marketing and linguistic studies using newspaper texts. 

4. Lesson 3: Similarities in Research Data Management 
Functionalities and Processes  

Despite differences in user interface, data categories, and research data, BERD@NFDI and 
Text+ share similar methods for eliciting, processing, and managing research data. Repository 
systems and catalog systems are utilized for research data management, enabling data 
archiving, access, and metadata descriptions. While not all data can be publicly offered for 
download due to confidentiality concerns (proprietary data, publishing rights), catalog systems 
provide information on data sets and access conditions. There is potential for metadata 
exchange between the consortia, facilitating the exchange of ideas between both research 
communities. 

5. Lesson 4: Regular Interconsortial Discussion on Textual Analysis 
Methods and Data  

The unexpected quality of the insights generated highlights the importance of platforms for 
exchanging ideas on textual analysis. Such platforms enable the identification of additional 
synergies, the sharing of methodology experience, and discussions on cooperation. This 
interdisciplinary exchange should encompass analytical techniques as well as research data 
management. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the collaboration between BERD@NFDI and Text+ in organizing the Joint 
Conference on Text Analytics provided valuable lessons for interdisciplinary dialogue within 
the NFDI. This collaboration will be continued.  
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