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Abstract. The goal of this study is to compare language use in spoken vs. written contemporary 
German. To this end, we contrast a orthographically normalized variant of version 2.18 of the 
Forschungs- und Lehrkorpus Gesprochenes Deutsch FOLK with 3.4M tokens (Schmidt 2017) with 
the DeReKo-2017-II edition German Reference Corpus with 33.0G tokens (Kupietz et al. 2018). We 
train a structured skipgram word2vec model (Ling et al. 2015) for DeReKo and retrain it on FOLK to 
arrive at comparable word embeddings for spoken language. On this basis we compare relative 
frequencies of words in DeReKo and FOLK, and analyse word embeddings for maximum 
displacement between their written and spoken variants together with their paradigmatic and 
syntagmatic neighbourhood. First results indicate that the top words w.r.t. difference in relative 
frequency (including particles and personal pronouns) are also maximally displaced and accordingly 
change their syntagmatic neighbourhood. However, their paradigmatic neighbourhood remains fairly 
stable, i.e., displacement occurs for whole paradigmatic clusters rather than on individual words. 
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