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diie to irein Ihe re.^peetivo L-, ’s, or to lack of formal Instruc-
tion in German . 'intavcralla oortlitiijns for- language learning, et-, Althoug! i 
L-. intexfersmca ha 3 obviously p.laved ah impor'..am pa-t in rhe formalion 
of G/lö, the svaf sma'PkaXlv deviant chaxacter of GAG ainong all ethnio groups 
seems i;o be eins co a mors or leas aniverss1 process of sirnplification in 
the ferrnation ob pldglns. and/o; a pet 1t -nagre effect ~~ a oidturally 
transmlti.eci tracij.fcioa (and perhaps a pari of the lanpusge oompetence of 
German Speakers? of h o: to simplifv German in Situation« vrhiuh call for 
i!fereignet-'s teil1' er "haby lalk” t.sec Ferguson ms.) . li: Ihase styles 
are c paet of competer-oe, hs Ferguson suggcsca, ibti'i ehe tue&xlc: ar-xses 
whethsr such coinpekuiiy-: xs a functisnn of universal rules of simptifieation 
or vhether if is langunge and uulture specific. GAG, a nidgin arIsing 
betöre our eyes, ean provide signlxieant data on this questlon.

Ha Ilona.LI!y iäunc i960 eure c tut üax’ch 197C1' Sept. 1973

Italian 287,440 340,24h 351,500 350,000

Jugoslav 99,660 226.290 326,2ö0 535,000

Turkish 139,336 212,900 287 ,700 605,000

Greek 136,191 175,347 218,800 250,000

Spapxsh 111,932 135,691 .154,300 190,000

Fortugueae 18,743 26,372 35,600 —

others 221,422 279,269 295 '-'""‘i 670,000 
t. inel. Fort

TOTAL .1,0.14,774 1,372,020 1,669,800 2,600,000

fable 1. Ethnie origin of Gastarbeiter in West Gerinany 1968-1973. The 
■rigores for Sept. 1973 ave rounded to the nearest ten thoosand; the total 
r:o che nearest hundz-ed thousand. Wo separate figures were availabxe /Gr 
the Portruguese. Note Chat the.se figures include on.i.y working men and women.- 
If dependents wäre included, the totals would be considerah.iy higher» e.g.» 
in Hept. .1968 there were 375,000 GA chiidren in German schoois. önly 
incomplete Information is ava.lla.hle (see Koch 1S70:I4). Also, the figures 
represent onlv those GA who have legal!v entered West Germany. Estimates 
of the nurnber of 5.nim:igrants who have entered the eountry illegal!v would 
sweil these figures hy 20% o.c- more. Sources: Koch 1970; l'A?, 1974;
Speigel 1973.
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Vlr.fionaJLity "Knowledge of German"

v 3T.'y good fair bad none

Italian 17% •+i% 30% 12%

(Iretk 10% 38% 38% 14%

Spanxsh 11% 33% 39% 17%

Bortuguess 5% 26% 43% 26%

Turkish /% 34% 43% 15%

dUgOSiilV 19% 44% 2 9% 8%

AHilH’IETlC 
KE AM 11.5% 36.0% 37 . Ü% 15.

i t
‘fable 2. Bundesanstalt für Arbeit 1972 ©ntimate of knowledge of Gex'man 
for 6 ethnic gr-oups. Source: Bundesanstalt für Arbeit 1973.

1. inforraants; sampling method; .Interviews; teclrnical data.

1.1 . type of sample: ethnically stratified non-probability sample

1.2. tnethod of gatbering linguistic data: tape reeox'ded Interviews;
d i.rec ted oonvarsi Ion

.1.3. ciate of Interviews: .Jatmary - May 1974

1.4-. place: Kainz, Germany —  University clinics, ethnic cultural 
centers

1.5. language of Interviews: investigatcr(s> spoke Standard German (our 
Serbo-Croa-lIa« and English aocenta were probably noticed by the 
infoxmancs; we assttme that this produced no systematlc biau in the 
responses); Informant3 spoke GAG in formal, intervies style (Labov’s 
Style B)

1.6. average length of tape reeox*ded inter-views: 20 minutes

1.7. nutnbex» of i.nformants: 29

1.8. ethnic crrouns: /Greek (4), Italian (5), Portuguese (5), Scan iah (4),
Tux>k5.sh (6), JugosXav (5}

■*

1.9. sex: female (12), male (17)



1,10, e&ucational lavel: (22) 
r/)

L (6 yy.-s. olf schooling or leas) 
H (7 yr-s. of sehooling o:c more)

1.11. residence gronp: 0 - (J% (3)
10 - 19% (6)
20 - 29% (12)
30 - 391 (6)
40 - 19% (i)
50% and over (1)

the perlen tage 3 repfesent the propoxd: len of an informan t1 s ilfe 
spent in West Gaomany (years sperrt in Pest Germany rounded to 
the nearest year, divided by chronological age at the time of 
interview)

1.12. :ape recorder: über 4000 Report--L

1.13. 'type of reoordlng; monophonie, dual trank

1.14. source c>f electrieity: line curr-ent

1.15. tape spesd: 19 um. (7.5 Inches) per second

1.16. ' freqvtency ränge of tape reeorder (ciaimed by roanufacturer):
40 to 20,000 ha.
40 to 20,

1.17. tape: BASF, 1 miJ., rnylar

1.18. microphone: über dvnamic interview, 200 ohm

1.19. quality of reeordings: fair to exeeilent (roqm acousties were 
generally poor- and thera "fas considerable externa! noise)

2. Working hypotheses

Since the .sample is of the non-profoabi.li.ty type, the following 
can only be viewed as prograniraatic or suggestive, i.e., we cannot pro-ject 
the results wich conHdsp.ee foayond the xmrnadlate sample. An improved 
design would have ealled for a 6 x 6 tafole (36 cells), ethnic group foy 
rwsidenvxe group. As a compromise with the limited resonrees available, we 
focused‘on stratification by ethnic group, but at the same time found at 
least 3 Informant« for «ach. of the first four residence groups. ‘iwo 
additional extra1inguistic factora —  sex and educatienal level —  were 
also studfed, although unaysteTnaticallv. ßoubfless, there are für ther 
faotora which mlgnt oorrelate significantly with iinguistio Variation in 
the pidgin, i.e., form a part of the variable input, PD , to variable rules. 
A number of these are’disenssed at Xength in Pitxmar, Klein £fc al. ms.
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Despite rhe gups vrhich obviously exlet ln this sample. previous 
)J.csra Iure ::usd informl observations generativ support our flndings.
Thava are no indieations that a stratified random sample (of the tvpe 
for escample the t Di.ttiuar, Klein, ec al, nre present ly carrving out 
amorig Spaniah and J.ta.llan GA In Heidelbei'r/) would yleld resulta racilcally 
at var-iancc with theae.

To sliöv? hem GAG systematj.oally deviates from blandai,/Ui>ban--dxalec tal 
German, we have chosen to focus on the definite artlcle. Thi.s 5.8 an 
important arsd easily analy»od indicator ol: pidginization because:
1) As.ixle from oor-tain phonologica! asa.uniJat.bons to preceding prepusitions, 
the syntactic Slot for the definite ariic in is almost always fi.lled in
the acr/.d’ace siructure of all (non-pidgin.ixed) for-ins of German;
2) the variable or categorical deletiun of the d«finite article i.s founcl 
in the German of native Speakers on.l.y in the foreigner1 s~iaik style {cf.
C.lyne ms,; buhliiavo-Xev ms.);
3/ eategorical or variable deletion of «rlides fs (almost? > universal 
in Ge.imnn.io and. Romane« "based" pidgins and creoles *, in the process of 
decreoilzatlon Ilse dafinite article mav come to anpear eategord-ea.ily in 
syntactic siots eopresponding to usage in the Standard Xanguage, but 
«ithout mai-kings for gender, nurab<sx% and case (compare the indeclinable 
die of Afrikaans):
b) foui’ of the H % ’s' possess definite articles in syntactic arrangements 
corr-esponding to wernian eisage; fcdlowing the prineiple of eontrastive 
ana.lys.ls that it is rauch easior to .ieam äquivalent filier morpheines i«
Lj for categoreis whieb aiready exist ln , rather than to creale wholly 
ne« eategories, we wcadd asslgn lendendes"towaz‘d aeiation of the German 
definite artlcle among these Speakers to pidginization rather than to 
simple Lj-— >Lj Interference.

2.1. Hypothese* 1: L f and deletion (r.on-appearance) of GAG definite article. 
Basad on the "ecuivalent category” nrinciple of contrastive analyais,

ve predicted that the appearance of the GAG definite artiela «otild be 
positively correlated with those Lj 's which possess a similar* syntactic 
eategory. We would thus expect that Speakers of Greek, Italian, Spanish» 
and foi'tuguese «ould have a high pereentage of GAG definite articles, but 
that Speakers of Serbo-Croatian and Turlcish would have relafively few.

Figure 1 and Tablo 3 show that this in generally the case. The dis- 
crepaney between the Spanish and Fortuguese may be due to other factors 
(such as the shorter resldency and lower educationfi.l Classification of 
the Portugiese). The Informant« lableled t'fli and. FilL in Figure i are 
highly deviant; in general, the itallcint, and the Portuguese have the 
widesl intra-gr-ouo Variation.

2.2. Hypothesis 2: resi.dency and GAG definite .article.

Despite the powe#*ful social constxainfs favori.ng uontinued uso of 
GAG, we predicted that Xonger reaidency would be positivaly correlated



wibh increased appaarance of the GAG definite artiele. Table 6 
provides tentative eon.f Irmation of bhe hypofchesi a (alfchough the 
poor raafcch of efchnic. groups fco residency raay cause serious skew- 
ing» 8.3 Fig., 1 ohovm) „ Xt is signifioant that not. even thoae GA 
vrxfch the highest residency pe reenfcage s uaed the definite artiele 
cafce gorically „

2„3. Hypothesis 3: and absenoe of number/case/jender inflection
of GAG definite artiele,.

We posfculafced that Speakers of those 1 n having infloctional 
categories rriosfc similar fco those of German would ahow more non--die 
forma ( i e o  j, would use mors of the marked forma , v/hefcher "correetly" 
or not)f Tals should place the 6 languages in the rank ordar:
(}reek; Itali an-5?pan i s t?. - Por fcugua s e ; Ss rboCroafc j.an**Turkish.

Table 7 shovs that the hypotb.0 3 .is must be tentatively rejected, 
Instead ifc appears (aside from the Jugoalavs) that thore is 

a negativ© correlation between increased uso of the definite artiele 
and increased use of marked fortas (der» das,, dein, den).

2 liypothesis I4.: residency and abaence of ninnb er/ea.se/gender 
inf lection of G-AG- definite artiele o

As writh hypothesi» 2 S we reasoned that "depidginization"
( increasing approxlmation fco Standard/brban~dialecfcal German) would 
rosult in a positive correlation between residency and marked forros 
of the definite arbiclo, 'Fable 10 sliows thafc this hypothesis, toof, :nu 
be tentatively rejected,: Aside from the Spanisn Informant who had 
lived 62% of her llfe in Geriaany, all residence groups Show a sur- 
prisingly high percentage of unmarked (die) formst

national1ty 
(aoranged b y ' 
rank Order,,
1 ö we a t t, 0 b. i g he a t )

% of occurrence of dof., art:, 
(no„ of actual occurrences 
divided by no« of Potential
occurrences)

N

Turkish 15,91% 35/220

.Tugoslav 19,75% 31/157

Portugue se 35o3).|.% gl/II6

Italien 69.02% 1 2 7 /IÖI4.

Greek 75,86"' 2 4 2 / 3 1 9

Ppanish 0 7 ,1 0% 135/155

Table }0 Prequency of ocnurrenc-e of definite arti d e by nationality



'> k! f “ * w '

t.

'5

V 1



- 8

Sox (arrangad in 
rank Order 9 lewe st 
to highest)

f> of oeci.irrenee of del\, art 
(no , of actual. occurrenses 
divided by 'no, of potential 
occurrencea5

N

male 4.6» 7 9#

f emal e 6 2 ,80#

321/686

292/l|65

Tab Xe 4= Frequeney of occurrenee of def.Mn.ito article by ft'.'"

Educafional level # N
( arrange d i51 rank 
order, 1owest to 
highest)

low (6 yrso of
school.Ing or. lesa ) 4.4.» 77#

high ( 7  yrs» of 
schooiing or mcrr ) 78 ,• 35#

Table 5*' Frequeney of cccurrerice of definite artAcle by educationnl 
]e v e l u

385/860

228/291

F?onidonne group 
(arranged in rank 
Order» lowest to 
highe nt)

% N

10 - 19?' of life spent in Germarvy 22 „4.2# 37/165

0 9# of Life spent in Germany 2 5 »6 8# 19/74

20 2 9?" of life apenf M n  Oormany 4-9 0 7 2# 269/96.1

30 - 3 9# ofklife npent in Gerroarry 74-29# 208/280

4.0 - Jj.9# of life spent in. Germany 87 »8 0# 72/82

5 0# or mora of life spen t in Germany 8 8 0 8 9^ 8/9

Table 6.; Frequeney of occvurrance of definite articlo by residence gr<
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fc ra n a ifc io n  :>JT 01a T.Cngl i ah fco M ie d le  ling] ic h  und o f  1 7 t h - a ^ u it u r y  .hat ah 
fco A f r i k a a n s *  as a o l . l  »fi in  vn td  aus p l  d.f.isu* |ind crna.! «> h !'i)fi s e d ’1 on 
B n g l i s h s Dut.ch# ;n r i ,u  id n n o h j  nmi Sp -vsish;, n ö fceet I o l o e
u n i v e r s a l  n a a r a n t o r  o f  a rfc 5 a ] «• ,3 !,i f  1. c at I n a  and d o le td o n . ( f o r  fchoan
l a n  'ua^ti s whir.h pn:? sc-as t, ) i n r p u l s e t i o  ca fce :o ~y ),.

i’urthor lnvostI;\a tdem vj1 j. 1 .umitmbt*•dly re vor] nurnerauö yynfcot-t. i r 
and phonolonl ra.l parallele so tbo synUnaati e,, ..idpln- .11 ko
cha.rno fce ri st i er. rmbltned be.ro f or üxe definite er Ui o j «? „ .np
oi' fc’ar. (aast, obvioua arr negativ- p.l naemontrid-erbia! mif s t j 11 on, i'or 
verbs. pnvaon/nimbc*y mH.cru;p on 7 erb? v in va- r i ob io- du form of address ,, 
coalescRtico of front rounned and. ueroamiod v'C>v/e ln * and roale a eenen 
of £g] and [ a'j Tno orlcnf ir> vei cia na t * v>- aor-nkorc of de nurm
also ni.Miil.fo nU>u>- 1 br -H ! ;• ne «. ln liabj • fo 1 k oral (Vre I ::/•■'■ r'' 3 - fcalk r fcy j p 
i,!3 a furtdie r intH >ui f I on cf jov/;'rfH f. psy oholo. .5 ca; proreoson operatin;-, 
in  fi. e o n a i  a t o n t  v u y  fcov," 1 ro. Uh« -leuno an 1 r.

FOOTNOTBS -

1) N o te  P fch.ou.gh» Chat nurld.mi iins a definite n jd.i nie sufflx n t.tac nr-d 
t o  n on n s -wann fcbuy fu n ed ;Ion  an d i r e c t  o b je cto ? ..  /.I n o > b d h Serbe*-" O r c -U .; 
and T u r k i .s h  h a v o  d e-i .on a trafc iv o  >j ljec.fc .tvos..

To cnlculate Ube :,f of holetion" (er of o t u  rrenre,! } of fcne. 
definite a rfc .tele , »s u rc anuumlüg fchat Ute d in fr ihn fc.l :m of t.h© d n f : 3 Uc 
arlicle in n non • p l  :Xft i n deroan cijuxanlant c f  on r eorpos re ,.ire een. tn 
o i  t h o r  0. sfrucUure urui v-'* •, y l np Oab (' o n l  <’.h t x:n  rn  i r e - c e s  v a r i - j M e  cu <• 1.1 
:if% alternotlvelv , a prna ti .'019 daaivb'io 1 rei.i an moaoi tbat earrer a 
variable rufe of dof .lui. •' <• a r-fl.cAn iasertieu to bo s ided to fcoe f,As> 
baniiecu,,

d !  T b e r e  « r e  i .n d ic v f c io a s  f n r t  t b s  rid.-:in  in  b o ca rd a p , e r s o l i a e d  
i n  u r b o n  p h afcto s  v r ith  la .rp n  c o u c o ’i t r a f c io n a  o f  GA,. S e e  S p i e g e l  1973• 
Ko H o c h »  M agaam , and M ü ll f>r ,,

S H >-hIOOT'ARfy ,

Bunde a a n a k a l  fc f ü r  A r b e i t  , 1973«. a e p r Ä s e n t  A t iv u n  t e r s u c  ninp; i ' {2„
Nür*nbf! ry-

f’ly n o »  M i c h a e l  „ 'tdbo.. )lvxn Pld-^.n-Dm - tu c b  d e r  I t H t a r t i e i t e r ,  Z o i f c c c l ir i  
f ü r  i-fundartf o r s c h u n g  ' f ’f . l  f .b-9,,

..........» ynn » G e n c a n  and Krn',1 ich , , J f>rkinr, Pi<i-'i.ns „ ( 10 bo p r e s e n t o d  .d
f ' . i .n  c o n f e r u n c o  }
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